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XXVIII. Obferoations on two AntientRomzn 
Infcriptions difcovered at Netherby in Cum¬ 
berland: In a Letter to the Right Rev . 
Charles Lord Bijhop of Carlifle, F. R. S. 
from the Reverend John Taylor, LL. D. 
Canon Refdentiaryof St. Paul’s, and Chan¬ 
cellor of the Diocefe of Lincoln. 

2* 7 the Right Rev. the Lord Bijhop of Carlifle. 

Read May 12 , rfl H E following obfervations I beg 

1763 JL l eavc t0 P re ^ ent to y°ur Lordfhip, 

who was pleafed to communicate thofe remains of 
antiquity, that gave birth to them. The Society of 
Antiquaries cannot but be greatly delighted to fee your 
Lordthip advanced to an Epifcopacy, in a country 
Antiquitatum Romanarum feraciffima; and fucceed- 
ing, at a diftance, a very confummate Antiquary, to 
whom this kingdom ftands greatly indebted, the great 
bifliop Nicholfon. 

Your Lordfhip’s former fituation in another remote 
part of England contributed greatly to the cultivation 
of this kind of letters, and brought us acquainted 
with what might otherwife have lain unknown or 
negledted. We begin already to experience the be¬ 
nefit of your Lorfliip’s removal to this. 

I am, 

Amen-Corner, my Lord, 

April 28th, 

j 7 6 3* etc. etc. 

John Taylor. 
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T H E infcriptions [Tab. XI.] marked N°. L N°. II. 

were difcovered at Netherby in Cumberland, the 
former in the year 1762, the other early in the prelent 
century: they both make mention of Marcus Aurelius 
Salvius, Tribune of theCohors PrimaTEliaHifpanorum 
Milliaria Equitata. The former moreover points out 
the particular emperor M. Aurelius Severus Alexander, 
in whole reign it was engraved : and almoft directs us 
to the very year alfo: which mull have been either 
the CCXXVI* or CCXXIX th of the Chriftian sera, 
for in thofe two years was that emperor conful: and 
one of thofe confulates this done alludes to, in the 
lad words of it; which I read thus: 

IMPERATORE DOMINO NOSTRO 
SEVERO ALEXANDRO, PIO, 

FELICE, AVGVSTO, CONSVLE. 


And here I take occafion to obferve, that this apel- 
lation Dominvs Noster was given to our emperor 
in the infcription before us, notwithftanding what, 
is recorded of him by his hiftorian, Lampridius, 
Dominant Je appellari vetuit. And be it obferved, that,, 
whatever inclination Alexander Severus might have 
towards Chriftianity, as has been imagined, his forces 
in Britain,, as appears from that pagan and frequent 
compliment, which occurs in the fourth line of this 
infcription, were not in the fecret: 

DEVOTA NVMINI MAIESTATIQVE EIVS. 


And 
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And farther ftill, a Cumberland infcription, marked 
LI. in Horfeley, carries the pagan compliment to the 
fame emperor fomething higher *: 

DEABVS MATRIBVS TRAMARINIS 
ET NVMINI IMPER ATORIS ALEXAN- 
DRI AVGVSTI ET IVLIAE MAMMAEAE 
MATRI AVGVSTI NOSTRI ET CASTRO- 
RVM TOTIQ. DOMVI DIVINAE 
AETERNAEQ, VEXILLATIO. Pofuit. 

The paflages, which feem to favour the opinion I 
mentioned, of this emperor’s tendency to Chriftiani- 
ty, are thefe of Lampridius, fcil. 

Judaeis privilegia refervavit; Chriftianos efie paf- 
fus eft. 

Matutinis horis, in larario fuo (in quo et divos 
principes, fed optimos et eledtos, et animas fandtiores, 
in queis & Apollonium, et, quantum fcriptor fuorum 
temporum dicit, Chriftum, Abraham, et Orpheum, 
et hujufcemodi Deos habebat, ac majorum effigies) 
rem divinam faciebat. 

Chrifto templum facere voluit, eumque inter Deos 
recipere. 

Quum Chriftiani quendam locum, qui publicus fu- 
erat, occupaflent, contra Popinarii dicerent, fibi eum 
deberi, refcripfit. Melius efle, ut quomodocunque il- 
lic Deus colatur, quam Popinariis dedatur, 

Clamabatqoe fepius, quod a quibuidam live Ju¬ 
daeis five Chriftianis audierat, et tenebat: idque per 
praeconem, quum aliquem emendaret, dici jubebat, 

qVOD TIBI FIERI NON VIS ID ALTERI NE FECERIS. 

*■ This, as far as we know for certain, is the only infcription 
in Britain made under this emperor, except that we are now dif- 
courfing of. 

Quam 
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Quam fententiam ufque adeo dilexit, ut et in palatio 
et in publicis operibus prasfcribi juberet. 

1 mention this the rather, becaufe I believe, that 
one of thofe infcriptions mentioned by Lampridius 
is come down to our times, but fomewhat mutilated. 
It is to be found on the Via Appia, not far from the 
Tres Tabernaj and is marked N° III. in the paper 
before you. 

Netherby, whether the Caftra Exploratorum of 
Antonine, with Horfley and Wcflcling, or the iElica 
of Ravennas, with Camden and Gale, is the place, 
where the infcriptions marked N° I. and N° II. 
were lately difcovered. N° I. ferved as a cover to a 
drain, which did not feem of any confiderable age: 
the table part of which is five feet feven inches, by 
two feet four inches and a half: the margent two 
inches more. N° II. was found in a room or apart¬ 
ment belonging to a large building, lately difcovered, 
but now pulled to pieces for the fake of the materials. 
My L. of Carlifle has a draught of it, where there 
appears to have have been an hypocauft, and poflibly 
thereabouts was the Bafilica alfo, mentioned in our 
firft infeription. 

A Durham infeription, marked XI. in many in- 
ftances explains ours, and is proper to be compared 
with it. It runs thus: 

IMP. CAESAR M. ANT. GORDIA 
NVS P. F. AVG. BALNEVM CVM 
BASILICA A SOLO INSTRVXIT 
PER GN. LVCIL'IANVM LEG. AVG. 

PR PR CVRANTE M. A V R. 

OVIRINO PRAE. COH. I. LEG. GOR. 

" The 
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The purport of the Infcription now under confe¬ 
deration is this, viz. 

In the reign of Severus Alexander, Pius, Felix, &c. 
the Cohors Prima JElh Hifpanorum Milliaria Equi- 
tata put the finifhing hand to a building, termed 
here Bafilica Equeftris Exercitatoria, the foundations 
of which had been laid fome time before. This 
was conducted under the care and direction of Vale- 
rianus, the emperor’s lieutenant and pro-praetor, at 
the instance of M. AujcI. Salvius, tribune of the 
aforefaid company. 

Line 3. The Cohors I. Hifpanorum is mentioned 
in many infcriptions found hereabouts, but in none 
of them called Ailia, as here in thefe two infcri¬ 
ptions. coh. 1. aelia dacorvm is very frequent. 
And in the Notitia we meet with Cohors prima Mia 
ClaJJica. 

Line 4. I read hispanorvm milliaria eqvi- 
tata; the Monogram ftanding for m. or milliaria, 
and eq^ for eqvitata, not eqvestris. For the 
auxiliaries ferved on foot, fome of the regiments be¬ 
ing lined, or flanked, with horfe, and called there¬ 
fore Equitate: for that is the meaning of the word, 
not promoted from the joot fervice to the horfe , which is 
the opinion of fome, as Mr. Horfley, for inflance, 
&c. I have fpoken to this point more fully in my ob- 
fervations upon the Rutchefter Infcription, which are 
printed in the Philofophical Tranfadtions * 

Line 5. Bafilica is a word of large extent, and 
commonly fignifies what is built for public life , or by 
public authority , It is therefore frequently applied to 
a burfe or exchange. The public roads are termed 

* A.D. 1747. N° 482. IH. 

Vol. LIIL U 


Bafilica;: 
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Bafilicae: and the Chriftian writers took this word for 
their churches. 

Though this be the common ufe of the word, it is 
not the primary. It iignifies, I fay, originally and 
principally, as it does in this infcription, a portico or 
colonnade, which being very large and confiderable 
in places built for courts of juftice, for public audi¬ 
tories and meetings of merchants, it came to pafs, 
that the name of the principal was funk in the ad- 
junSl ; and all thefe places called alike bafilica , from 
the colonnade, which attended, and perhaps fome- 
times encompalfed them: 

Bafilicarum loca, adjunSia foris, quam calidiffimis 
partibus oportet conftitui, ut per hyemem fine mo- 
leftia tempeftatum fe conferre in eas negociatores pof- 
fent. Vitruv. V, i. 

In the law-books I find them fometimes diftin- 
guilhed: 

Sacram vel religiofam rem vel ufibus publicis in 
perpetuum reli&am, ut forum , aut bajilicam , aut ho- 
minem liberum, inutiliter ftipulor. L. 83. § 3. D. 
de V. O. 

And fo likewife Afconius upon Cic. Orat. pro Mi- 
lone : 

Quo igne & ipfa quoque curia flagravit, & item 
Porcia bafilica ,• quae erat ei jun<Sta, ambufta eft. 

In Capitolinus I meet with bafilica centenarian ba - 
flica pedum quingentorum, And in the lame light we 
rnuft certainly view the words of Vopifcus in the 
life of Aurelian : 

Miliarenfem denique porticum in hortis Salluftiis or- 
navit, in qua quotidie et equos et fe fatigabat. 

Which pafiage will explain the words of Juvenal, 
Sat. IV. init. Quid 

1 
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Quid refert igitur, quantis jumenta /atiget 

Porticibus .. 

And both together, the ufe and deftination of the 
building, which is the fubjedt of our Infcription, 
basilica (i.e. porticus) eqvestris exercitato- 
RIA. 

As the Roman affairs in Britain are little known 
under this emperor; one only Infcription befides, as 
I obferved, either bearing his name, or referring to 
his age, thefe notices may poflibly be more wel¬ 
come. And what makes the firft Infcription more 
fo, is the mention of a new Legate, or lieutenant and 
pro-praetor, Valerianus, in this province, never taken 
notice of before. A copper Infcription lately difco- 
vered in the eftate of the D. of Norfolk in Yorkfhire, 
and now in his Grace’s poffeffion, affords us another, 
and that a very remarkable perfonage, under the em¬ 
peror Hadrian, and one much known in the Roman 
hiftory. 

What was the praenomen of this Legate, 1 . 9. is 
a matter of farther enquiry. 

---- - -- -- 


XXIX. A Method of leffening the Quantity 
of FriEiionin Engines , by Keane Fitzgerald, 
Efc F. R. S. 


Read May 12, Tfc 4 TECH AN ICS, or that branch of 
17 3 ‘ 1V1 mathematics which confiders mo¬ 

tions and moving powers, their nature and laws, is 
properly diflingufhed into rational, and pradtical. 

U 2 A know- 
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